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1957 Austin Healey 100/6
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EXCEPTIONAL CARS OFFERED FOR SALE

DELIVERING YOUR DREAMS ONE CAR AT A TIME.
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Follow me on F facebook T twitter I instagram using@oldcarssa

Are you selling an exceptional car? Call us!February 2022

1958 MGA Twin Cam1997 Mercedes benz SL320
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EDITORIAL
Brian Askew

GREETINGS FROM THE DAM

It seems that this year’s Simola Hillclimb was a great 
success. I didn’t make it this year but have attend-
ed a few times in the past. I’ve always enjoyed the 
“Classic” Friday due to the great variety of fine old 
cars – and some fine old drivers – to be seen. The 
VVC has had a few representatives tackle the climb 
over the ten odd years it has been running.

Sure, there are a lot of modern repros running – but 
they do look and sound convincing. This year there 
was a bit of an upset when three of the front runners 
were eliminated without getting a shot at the final.

Six-time winner Franco Scribante’s 1970 Chevron 
B19, along with the similar 1971 car of Peter Jen-
kins, didn’t pass the pre-event technical inspection 
during scrutineering on Thursday, and were side-
lined before the action even began. Then a bit of 
drama unfolded immediately after the first prac-
tice session when Andre Bezuidenhout’s 1976 Lola 
Cosworth T460 was accidentally hit from behind by 
the 1959 Chevrolet Corvette driven by Richard Ev-
ans during the return run down the hill to the pits. 
While Evans managed to eventually repair his car in 
time for the final qualifying session, Bezuidenhout 
was forced to retire, prematurely ending his chal-
lenge for the title.

Ian Schofield, says Simola’s website, secured his 
first Classic Conqueror title after dominating the day. 
He was the leading driver through most of the ses-
sions, and also made it count when it mattered by 
guiding his 1977 March Ford 77B Formula Atlantic 
single-seater to a winning time of 42.302 seconds in 
the Top 10 Shootout. Rui Campos took second place 
in his 1974 Porsche 911 RSR, while third place went 
to Josh Dovey in a 1972 Chevron B20 F3, following a 
win over Robert Wolk in an ex-Jody Scheckter 1969 
Lola T200 Formula Ford by a mere one-thousandth 
of a second.

Next year, maybe…

On to my editorial ought-tos. Lots of contributors to 
thank this month. John Meiring, for the second part 
of his tart’s tale, Brendon Seery for his story of an-
other Fairlady, Heath Hargreaves for the W24 article, 
Adrian Denness for his obituary of Peter Hyslop and 
Uncle Eric for his obituary of Pat Barclay. Sad to lose 
two such stalwarts of the club.

“Winter is icummen in, Lhude sing Goddamm” paro-
died Ezra Pound – stay warm and keep safe. 

Brian
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FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN’S DESK
Brian Noik

CHAIRMANS REPORT

As we head into what looks to be a cold and dark 
highveld winter brought to you by Eskom, I would 
like to remind everyone about the house guide-
lines. 

Firstly, the parking situation -   display vehicles are 
parked in the main paddock space outside directly 
clubhouse. Overflow classic parking in the western 
paddock. 

Modern cars, trailers in the southern paddock.

Outside the club Kitchen door, please leave space 
for disabled, and our kitchen staff who normally 
have to offload supplies and so forth. 

Motorcycles stand on the concrete in the main pad-
dock. 

Members are welcome to bring and braai on a Sun-
day, braai fires are lit and ready from 12:30pm on-
wards and charcoal is supplied by the club. 

Members are encouraged to make use of the club 
library. 

The club bar is open on Friday nights from 6 pm. 
Karen Kaiser brings a homemade bread that is to 
die for, and we are sure to have your favourite 
drink, - If it is not stocked, let us know and we will 
make sure it is in the fridge the next time you visit. 

The beer tasting was fantastic, Jullian from Just 
brewing company gave us a very interesting lesson 
on the manufacturing process and different kinds 
of beer. We have stocked some of his products in 
the bar so give it them a try.  Julian has a  Yellow 
Porsche 911 and we hope to see more of him and 
his car. 

The Wheels and Waffles was very well received, and 
many commented that they have never seen so 
many children and youngsters at the club. Thanks 
to Mark from Crispy Waffles. Two of the waffle ma-
chines broke in the morning,  service was a little 
delayed, but everyone left with full tummies. 

The new table cloths have been supplied, and thank 
you  to Michelle Morrow for completing this project. 

This month’s theme is Post 1945 Cars.

Brian
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NEW 
MEMBERS
Karen Kaiser

NEW MEMBERS FOR THE JUNE 2022 
NEWSLETTER

This month I have got no new members to welcome. 
Michelle and Martin handed a few subscription forms 
out at the meeting on the 24th of April but none of 
these have (yet) resulted in new members. 

This month we will then celebrate the members 
who have a 05 or 00 anniversary for more than 20 
years. We thank them for the longstanding support 
of the VVC.

Jolyon Simpson (1962), Keith Rice (1967), Peter 
Gerber (1977), Bryan Rowland (1982), Ali van 
Jaarsveld (1987), Stephen Martin (1987), Leon 
Hoffman (1987) and Gawie Nienaber (1997). 

The subscriptions for the 2022/23 club year will be 
due on the 1st of July 2022. I will start sending out 
subscription renewal forms by e-mail at the end of 
May beginning of June. The subscription fee will 
revert to the pre-covid amounts: R425 and R300 
respectively for ordinary and country members – 
e-mailed newsletters. R600 and R475 for ordin-
ary and country memberships printed newsletters. 
Thank you to the members who have already made 
the payments. 

The Banking details are: The Vintage and Veteran 
Club, Nedbank Benmore Gardens, Branch Code 
197305 Account number 1973038617. Please use 
your name or membership number as reference.

On the 1st of May the Sunbeam Sports Car Club 
held the annual Dam Busters. Thank you to all 
the VVC members who participated in this fun day 
which took us from the Home of the Chicken Pie 
through to Hartebeesport with lots of cryptic ques-
tions on the way. 

I have for a while been receiving questions about 
the whereabouts of Pat Barclay. Last month I 
learned that he has passed away in November 
2021. Our sincere condolences to his son Rodney 
and family.  Pat joined the club in 1978 and was 85 
years old when he died.

On the 27th of April we were informed by Keith 
Hyslop that his dad Peter Hyslop – our last founder 
member – had passed. Peter was 93 years old. Our 
thoughts are with the family. I have been sending 
Peter a printed copy of the newsletter and would 
phone him once a year to check if he did receive 
them. He would always laugh and say: Yes yes I 
am still alive. 

Karen Kaiser
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BIRTHDAYS
Karen Kaiser

HappyBirthdayHappyBirthday

MILK BAR IS OPEN! - see you Friday evenings for a few rounds.

Denis Bottomley (15)

Walter Seiler (26)

Ian Simpson (6)

Wynand Swanepoel (1)

Hentie Erasmus (11)

Jeffrey Morrow  (29)

Michael Barter (1)

James Jordan (3)

Detlev Borner (8)

Dennis Denysschen (12)

Barrie Swanepoel (28)

Stanley Rothbart (26)

Brian Rowlings (28)

Martin Kaiser (3)

Louis Pienaar (6)

Michael Fonternel (30)

Rod Herman (15)

Mitch van den Bos (6)

Dean Smith (27)

Russell Sheppard (8)

Tony Benetti (11)

Wilfred Burgener (11)

Mano Paxinos (12)
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EVENTS

2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(Subject to amendment - See Magazine, Website, and noticeboard for current information)

May
Friday 13th Beer and Wine tasting afternoon at the VVC  
Sunday 29th Post 45 Cars 

June
Sunday 26th German cars 

July
Sunday 31st Italian Day 

August
10-14th Magnum Rally 
Sunday 28th Annual General Meeting and your Favourite Car/Bike 

September
Sunday 25th American Cars and Buick, Cadillac and Oldsmobile Club 

October
8 – 9th VVC Fun Run 
Sunday 30th Bike Day with the VMC and CMC 

November
Sunday 27th Sports Cars and Motor Bikes
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VVC 
APRIL 2022 
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APRIL 2022 
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NURSING 
THOUGHTS
Anne Askew

CARING IN COLD TIMES

Winter Caregiving Tips to Maximize Health & Safety

Adapted from an article by medical social worker and 
a freelance writer Lisa M. Petsche.

Due to cold temperatures and the prevalence of vir-
uses, winter poses extra health and safety risks, es-
pecially for seniors – yourselves or your family. Fol-
lowing are some ideas to make the next few months 
safer and easier.
If you haven’t already done so, consider a flu shot – 
you are vaccinated against Covid, aren’t you? Those 
over 65, especially if they have chronic illnesses, are at 
high risk for complications from both these diseases.
Ensure you take in plenty of fluids, as the dryness 
caused by Gauteng winters and any heating systems 
can lead to dehydration. Eat foods rich in vitamin 
C, to help ward off viruses and infections, including 
plenty of warm foods and beverages to raise body 
temperature. Limit intake of alcohol, as it’s a diuretic 
(dehydrating) and also speeds up body heat loss. Ja, 
well, no, fine – it’s free advice.

If possible, ensure your indoor temperature remains 
above 18 C, ideally no lower than 20 C. South African 
homes are not well designed against the Gauteng 
winters. Fix your windows so they close tightly. Hy-
pothermia is a risk to seniors even indoors, due to the 
decreased circulation that tends to accompany aging, 
as well as to inactivity, illness and some medications. 
We have lost family in England to hypothermia.

Check with the doctor to review any medications 
and advise if any of them affect the body’s ability 
to regulate temperature. Dress warmly, in loose-fit-
ting layers. Don’t forget warm footwear, too. Ensure 
slippers offer adequate support, fit well and have a 
skid-resistant sole. Ensure you, or your family, have 
adequate layers of warm bedding. Keep throw rugs 
or blankets in the living room and bedroom, for easy
access to extra warmth on cold days and nights.

If you have a friend or relative who lives alone, check 
on him/her daily during severe cold weather. Be aware

of local businesses that offer delivery service, includ-
ing grocery stores and pharmacies, so you don’t feel 
the need to venture out in cold weather.

Now the original article was written for North Americ-
ans, but all VVC members will have done this already. 
Prepare for a power outage by creating a kit contain-
ing candles, proper candle holders, matches, flash-
lights or a battery-powered lamp, a battery-operated 
radio, fresh batteries, blankets, bottled water and 
non-perishable food. Store it in an accessible place. 
Also stock up on wood if you own a fireplace. Keep 
a list of emergency numbers by the phone. Buy re-
chargeable flashlights that plug into the wall and turn 
on when the power goes out. 

Exercise caution with gas heaters, which can pose 
a significant fire hazard. Place candles where they 
won’t be knocked over, well out of reach of people and 
pets, and away from lampshades, curtains and other 
flammable materials. Ensure any fires – whether 
from a fireplace (unless a modern glass-fronted one) 
or burning candles–are extinguished before you go 
out or retire to bed.

Remain indoors during storms and extreme cold. 
Take into account not only the thermometer temper-
ature but also the wind-chill factor, usually included 
in weather reports. When you venture out, ensure 
you have a warm coat, scarf, gloves or mittens and 
a hat – in short, dress appropriately. And stay safe – 
Covid will still be there in the winter.

Anne 

“Safely Cared For”
Sister Anne Askew • Cell: +27 82 604 5806  
E: anne@sisteranne.co.za • www.sisteranne.co.za
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Hand wash using a high-quality car soap and a 
two – or even three bucket – method where there 
is a separate bucket for cleaning the wheels and the 
bodywork and a dedicated bucket for rinsing. Each 
bucket should be fitted with a Gritguard to prevent 
contamination removed from being reintroduced onto 
surfaces. Remember that most defects on paintwork, 
in the form of swirls, holograms or marring on cars 
comes from poor washing techniques. A pre-wash 
foam bath and the use of an iron remover is an added 
recommendation.

Clay Bar

Whilst it is not essential to go over the paintwork with 
a clay bar prior to paint correction, this step is highly 
recommended, as it removes surface contaminants 
from the paintwork helping to leave the surface silky 
smooth. After washing the car run your hand over the 
paintwork- if you detect any roughness or uneven-
ness then a clay bar is a must. Remember to use 
plenty of lubricant when using a clay bar and only use 
a clay bar after the car has been washed and cleaned 
to avoid damaging the paintwork. Clay bars are avail-
able in different grades such as medium and fine. Un-
less the paintwork is badly contaminated a standard 
fine grade clay bar should be all that is needed. You 
will be amazed at the amount of dirt this removes 
from the paintwork. Remember that if you drop a clay 
bar it should immediately be discarded as re-using 
it is likely to introduce hard particles of dirt onto the 
paintwork resulting in scratching. Never comprom-

ise on this. It 
is also a good 
idea after the 
clay bar pro-
cess has been 
completed to 
wash the car 
again so that 
the surface to 
be polished is 
totally clean 
and free of any 
dirt or con-
tamination.

CAR CARE: TO COAT OR NOT TO COAT …. 
SOME THOUGHTS. 

Over the lockdown period many of us will have had 
a bit more time to spend cleaning and polishing our 
cars and when it comes to polishing the paintwork 
of a Jag the question always arises as to what is 
the best final topping to use to maintain the finish 
for as long as possible.

In recent years, glass coatings have become very 
popular as they offer fantastic levels of shine, hard-
ness and durability. However, these products do 
have many drawbacks including difficulty of applic-
ation and expense and they may not be the best 
option for all cars, especially older classics.

At the outset it is worthwhile remembering that a 
coating is a final end application and should not 
be applied unless the surface has been thoroughly 
cleaned and prepared beforehand otherwise the 
coating will not adhere properly or simply lock in 
defects in the paint surface.

There are essentially three options when it comes 
to the final protective coating to be applied to a 
newly compounded and polished car: Carnuba 
wax, a paint sealant or a silica glass coating. Each 
of these options has its advantages and drawbacks 
which should be carefully evaluated before a final 
decision is reached. However, whatever choice is 
finally made, the same basic principles should be 
followed and the paintwork should be prepared to 
perfection before the final topping is applied.

The following steps are recommended:
 

COOKIE 
CUTTERS
Aubrey Malden

WHAT’S IN THE 
TOOL BOX 

TODAY? 
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Depending upon the condition of the paintwork and the 
extent of the defects to be corrected, the next step is 
to select a choice of pad and polish combination and to 
try this out on a test area. Remember to always start 
by using the least aggressive combination of pad and 
compound. Only resort to a heavy cutting pad or heavy 
cut compound where other combinations have failed to 
produce the desired result. Work a small area at a time- 
about two foot square – in a criss- cross H pattern for 
about 45 seconds at a speed of 4-5 on a DA before re-
moving the polish and inspecting the result. When you 
have selected the ideal combination then set about pol-
ishing the whole car, section by section and starting with 
the horizontal surfaces.

Detailing enthusiasts often spend hours debating the 
merits of different products. Generally speaking, the 
best polishes come from Germany and the best coatings 
from Japan. German manufactures such as Menzerna, 
Sonax, Polish Angel, Wolfgang, Koch Chemie and Scholl 
all produce outstanding products and you can never go 
wrong using these products in compounding and polish-
ing. However, in my experience the stand out product 
for compounding is Sonax Perfect Finish. This has a cut 
factor of 4/6 and a gloss factor of 9/10 and can produce 
an outstanding result with little effort, often producing a 
result where a second round of refining with a finishing 
polish is not required. Another excellent product which is 
available at reasonable cost is Menzerna Heavy Cut 400 
which can also be used as a single stage polish in many 
cases.

Refining Polish

After the paintwork has been compounded and all major 
defects removed, the surface can be refined to eliminate 
minor defects and to produce a high gloss through the 
use of a fine polish with little cut and a high degree of 
gloss. Use a polishing or finishing pad with a good quality 
finishing polish. Follow the same procedure as with com-
pounding, working a small area at a time with regular 
inspection. After this step has been completing the paint-
work should feel like glass with a high degree of reflective 
gloss and little evidence of defects.

Brian Martin

Compounding

This step is aimed at removing defects in the paint sur-
face, usually brought about by poor washing techniques 
or neglect and to prepare the surface for a second or 
even third stage of refining polishing in preparation for 
the final coating. Compounding car be done either by 
hand or wish a polishing machine. Whilst reasonable res-
ults can be achieved with hand polishing and patience, 
the use of a polishing machine, preferably a Dual Ac-
tion or DA will produce far superior results and in a far 
shorter time period. Avoid the use of a rotary polisher 
which should only be used by a professional detailer or 
highly experienced amateur. Before starting with this 
step carefully inspect the paintwork of your car and work 
out how you are going to tackle the job. If there are 
signs of white showing through the paint or the paint ap-
pears very thin you should probably not polish the car as 
polishing works by removing a layer of the paint or clear 
coat where applied on more modern cars. In such a case 
seek professional advice.

One of the first steps in the polishing process is to try 
to establish the hardness of the paint to be worked on. 
This is best done through trial and error on a test area. 
On most modern Jaguars the paint is considered to be of 
medium hardness but on older cars there can be a great 
variance in paint hardness, especially where paintwork 
has been repaired. Some 1960’s Jaguars have incred-
ibly hard paintwork requiring aggressive steps to achieve 
correction but others do not, so be very careful when 
getting stuck in with heavy cut combinations.

COOKIE 
CUTTERS
Aubrey Malden

WHAT’S IN THE 
TOOL BOX 

TODAY? 
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LADY HAMILTON (LADY H)  - PART 2

Next, I joined the MGCC (as a founder member at 
Baragwaneth in 1969) and eventually settled in Mrs. 
Lobel’s cottage with separate fenced in ½ acre garden 
in Morningside, Sandton, on her one-hectare stand. 
This was before Sandton City was completed.

 

We had loads of fun, racing the TC – supercharged 
and with MGA wheels etc.

 
Then I met Anita (the Draggon) who after much ne-
gotiation joined us at the cottage and we attended a 
few MGCC events and were married at the Balalaika 
Hotel in the TC, on Boxing Day 1977.

We raced (Lady H and I) in many HRCR events at Ky-
alami as well as MGCC gymkhanas.

 

We graduated from the cottage to our first. Home in 
Rivonia where the motor racing efforts had graduated 
too moving on to Lotus 7’s. Lady H sharing what lim-
ited space there was in the garage! Priorities changed 
and as our two boys arrived Lady H sadly left home.

So, Lady H left home to join a true gentleman - Mr. 
Basil Ambler Smith, then CEO of the JSE – who took 
her home and immediately began stripping her for a 
no expenses spared chassis-up rebuild.

Sadly, Basil passed on before too much rebuilding had 
taken place and Lady H remained in crates for about 
20 years – (still registered in my name) and was sold 
on a few times. Bill Cunningham kept us up to date 
on most of her moves during this time of separation – 
separated BUT not divorced!

Years later (c 2002), Anita and I returning from the 
Cape Argus Cycle race in Cape Town via Knysna – vis-
ited our close friends Keith and Ella Burton – Keith 
introduced us to Ricky Cooper, a renowned classic car 
nut building Austin Healey’s, among others. When 
asked what other projects he had, Ricky explained 
that he had an old TC in crates in the corner of his 
‘shed’ which he planned to rebuild when he retired.

On inspection of the crates in the corner, we estab-
lished that it was Lady H in pieces. We were reunited!

Ricky finally agreed to part with the cases and Lady H 

Lady Hamilton 
(Lady H) - Part 2
John Meiring
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MGCC RAF (Retired and Free) mid-week lunches.
Lady H is healthy, happy, virus free and enjoying the 
Natal ‘slow’ Fever.

John Meiring

returned to altitude (Midrand) with the assistance of 
Vic Fear. She was rebuild with much help from Joe 
Texeira and  Bob Osborne, to be ready to drive us to 
our 30th Wedding Anniversary celebration on Boxing 
Day 2007.

Lady H remains active having participated in a num-
ber of MGCC celebration events – the 40th. and 50th. 
Anniversary Events, our 40th. Wedding Anniversary 
as well attending most VVC monthly meetings, C19 
permitting.

She now resides in KZN, close to sea level, for health 
reasons it is recommended that aged ladies should 
live close to the sea  --  now she pays regular visits 
to MGCC KZN and VCC monthly events including the

Lady Hamilton 
(Lady H) - Part 2
John Meiring
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THE SONG OF THE MOTORCYCLE RACE

(Sung by A.V.Baker, to the tune of “Riding down from 
Bangor” at the concert at the presentation of the 
Schlesinger Vase, following the victory of Percy Flook
in the seventh cycle race from Durban to Johannes-
burg, May 30-31 1923.)

Riding up from Durban                         
On a motor bike,   
I wonder do you all know  
What the feeling’s like.  
Racing up to Joburg   
You look an awful fright,  
The journey takes 10 hours,  
I’d sooner take a week.  

Up to early breakfast:   
I wonder what they eat,  
Possibly an egg flip,   
Or else a brandy neat.   
Have they got the wind up?  
Looking fit and fine,   
Fifty gallant sportsmen  
Face the starting line.   

Look her comes the two-stroke 
The first to get away,   
Five hours is his handicap,  
Scratch man says – “Let’s pray, 
He will be in Ladysmith  
Before my engine’s warm.  
Please God, send me sunshine 
While he rides through the storm.” 

The grousing now is over.  
The last man’s had his cue,  
Of fifty real good sportsmen,  
Which dream will come true?  
Someone hit a boulder,  
Someone had a spill,   
So the news is carried   
From every little hill.  

Someone lost his tool-bag,
And lost his temper, too;
Someone broke his handlebar,
And now he is in a stew.
One ran short of petrol,
One man hit a cow,
One man ran short of lots of things,
His language won’t allow.

Now we get to Newcastle,
Halfway house – hurrah!
First make for the bathroom,
Then make for the bar.
Hear everybody’s troubles,
Their “ifs” and “might have been”;
If my aunt had wings, you see,
She’d be a Fairy Queen.

Today has seen the finish,
And Hoffman’s face all smiles,
Much better than the bruises
Of all the bumpy miles.
And now we know the winner
A Pretoria boy, it’s true;
So here’s to our friend, Percy,
And all the losers, too.

I’ve just been talking to the boys
Of what they’ll ride next year.
Bikes made of aluminium,
Tanks all filled with beer,
Engines from an aeroplane,
New gadgets all galore,
It’s going to be some race, they say,
In 1924

Submitted by Liz Addison

THE SONG OF THE 
MOTORCYCLE RACE
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We Restore,We Buy,We Sell
CLASSIC CAR CENTRE

1977 Mercedes Benz 450SL

2009 Aston Martin DB91987 BMW 318i E30

1972 Fiat 124 Sport

6 Oscar Street,Hughes, Boksburg
www.route101ccc.co.za

011 397 1207 / 072 687 8783
sales@route101ccc.co.za 

Classic Car Trading
Restorations
Service & Maintenance
Classic Spares

A few of our selection
 
          of vehicles available.

1960 234, SO 23 VW Westfalia
Camper



THE VVC VIEW

JUNE 2022

17

TALE OF A FAIRLADY

They say cars are makers of memories. And, over 
the past almost 40 years, mine has provided me and 
my family with a few moments to savour.

It was angry red and fast when I bought it. But I 
parted with the princely sum of 2 500 Zimbabwe dol-
lars or around R4 000 – believe it or not, Mugabe’s 
money was once worth more than the SA currency 
– because I loved cars, I was young (and stupid) and 
I wanted something to show off in.

I did not, as another aspirant suitor of the cute teach-
er (later to become my wife) claimed, view the car 
as a “substitute” for any physical lack on my part.

There were three cars in the short list, as I looked 
around for something to replace my 1965 Ford Cor-
tina GT (Mk 1 – with the “peace sign” rear lights). 
First up was a Triumph Spitfire which, apart from its 
rating gearbox, was gutless. Then came an Alfa 1750 
GT…lovely car but with rattling noises, although its 
twin Weber sidedraft carbs were the soundtrack of 
my automotive dreams.

My car as it looked when I bought it in Zimbabwe in 
the 1980s

Twin Webers were also part of the recipe for the 
Datsun Fairlady which, with its two-litre motor, out-
gunned the Alfa in terms of horsepower (150 Japa-
nese bhp) and also had a slick five-speed gearbox. I 
had seen a Fairlady or

two on the streets of the then Salisbury (later Harare) 
growing up and thought them quite attractive.

The deal sealer, for me, was that the car was red – 
and everybody knows that a “proper” sports car has 
to be red, don’t they.

A proper fast it was, too. My brother-in-law who had 
rebuilt a Ford Capri with 1600GT crossflow engine, 
came badly second one night when he took on the 
Fairlady. I left him for dead – a condition I almost 
ended up in myself, when I tried to slow the car down 
from what must have been close to 200km/h. (I was 
to discover, years later, that the 2000 Fairlady, which 
debuted just before Toyota’s iconic 2000GT, was the 
first Japanese car to top 120mph (or 200km/h near 
enough).

Being stupid, though, I didn’t think much of the fact 
that the VIN plate recorded the car as a 1964 1500. 
Nor did it occur to me that my “Franken-machine” 
may have been a bodge job. The radiator looked sus-
piciously like it was meant for a smaller engine…and 
when the 2-litre OHC eventually overheated, the head 
gasket blew.

Nobody in South Africa had a clue what I was talking 
about when I came down looking for a replacement 
gasket. No, a number of Datsun dealers in Joburg 
assured me, there was not such engine as a U20. I 
must be thinking of an L20 (then common in Datsun 
sedans.

I have subsequently found out that this was under-
standable. The U20 – derived from an engine devel-
oped by Prince in Japan and which feature a unique 
jackshaft OHC design – was only ever used in the 
Fairlady – known as the SRL 311 in Japan. In the mid-
60s, I found out later, Datsun South Africa did import 
a few of the 1500 variants for its directors to drive. 
They were “export” models similar to those sent to 
Australia, with RHD and Imperial speedos.

My particular 1500, with the model designation 
SP310, was near the end of the production run of that 
variant. It also came 

TALE OF A 
FAIRLADY 
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with three seats – the third was a unique sideways 
item in the back, intended probably for short, pe-
tite Japanese… Also, my car although also RHD, 
had a metric speedo, which was how the JDM (Jap-
anese Domestic Market) cars were configured.

What it would have looked like when it left the 
factory

The Fairlady is often wrongly said to have been 
a copy of the British MGB. But the Japanese car 
made its debut at the Tokyo Motor Show in 1961, 
two years before the British car broke cover. The 
First SP310 feature a 1500 single carb (a licensed 
SU made by Hitachi), which produced about 75bhp. 
That was in series production only in 1963. The fol-
lowing year, the motor got twin Hitachis and some 
design changes. At the end of 1964, the 1500 was 
redesigned significantly: the third seat was ditched 
and it got a new dash. Later in 1965, a 1600 version 
of the engine, producing 98bhp was introduced.

In 1967, the 2000 made its appearance, featur-
ing 135bhp from the engine in US tune (with Hi-
tachi SUs) and 150bhp in the performance version 
(which had a special camshaft and two sidedraft 
Mkiuni carbs, which were licensed for production 
from Solex). It was also the first production Japa-
nese car to feature a five-speed (all syncro) gear-
box. Later in 1967, the windscreen of the car was 
raised – because, I presume, taller Americans and 
Australians got tired of getting bugs in their eyes 
looking over the shallow screen.

The Datsun Roadster, as it was known in the US, 
enjoyed considerable success in the Sports Car 
Club of America championship, on both the east 
and west coast of the country, campaigned by the 
legendary Pete Brock.

Production of the Fairlady continued (in 1600 and 
2000 forms) until 1970, by which time the new 
240Z was making its mark.

It is difficult to find out how many SPs were made 
over its 7-year lifespan, but estimates are around 
30 000. Most were LHDs with Imperial speedos and 
went to the US. Australia was also a good market 
for RHDs and Imperial gauges, while small num-
bers of LHDs with metric instruments found their 
way to Europe. Cars exports to the US were known 
as Datsun Roadsters and campaigned successfully 
in the Sports Car Club of America racing series on 
both east and west coasts by Peter Brock (of Shel-
by racing fame) and others. In Australia, the cars 
were sold as Datsun Sports and only in Japan were 
they called the Fairlady.

Legend has it that the then boss of Nissan Japan 
(makers of Datsun) had been in New York in 1961 
and had seen the Broadway play My Fair Lady and 
thought that was a great name for a car. Market-
ers and importers in the English-speaking markets 
clearly wanted something a little bit more macho, 
though.

TALE OF A 
FAIRLADY 
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TALE OF A 
FAIRLADY 
As far as I could determine, my car was a JDM-spec 
car which was one of the last of the 3-seat 1964 
production line (0975 of about 1200 domestic cars 
produced that year). It was imported to Mozam-
bique and then driven across the border into the 
then Rhodesia in 1974, when Frelimo took power 
in Mozambique.

Clearly there was some issue with the original 1500 
engine (or its four-speed gearbox, or both), which 
necessitated the “upgrade” to the 2-litre engine 
and gearbox.

Although I replaced the head gasket and my wife 
and I drove the occasionally when we moved to 
Namibia (she was known as the coolest teacher in 
her school when she arrived in what I called the 
“Little Red Roadster”), the car was always prone to 
overheating so never did any long journeys.

We moved to Joburg in 1990 and the car sat out-
side rusting away because there were many other 
priorities for the money as a growing family. There 
were times when my wife wanted me to scrap it…

In 2014, I did a story on an American muscle car 
restorer in Joburg who told me he had just sold a 
Datsun 1200 GX to a collector in the Free State. 
He passed on the story about my Fairlady and, not 
long afterwards, I got a call from Freek De Kock 
from Bothaville.

In my stumbling Afrikaans, I asked him: “Het jy n 
Fairlady?” Ja, was his response, “Ek het vyf”. 

“Maar jy het nie n 1500 nie?” Nee. He did indeed 
have one. So, I trekked out there to check it out 
and was amazed at the rest of his collection.

He told me he had been offered R850 000 for the 
1500, but had turned it down because it was a var-
iant missing from his collection.

What it looked like when it went away for restoration 
in February 2020

In 2019, after my wife got her way with her new 
kitchen and, feeling bad perhaps, said: Why don’t 
you get your car fixed?... I started seriously weigh-
ing up my options.

There were a few. First, I could scrap it and walk away 
with what I could get for it. Next, I could try to restore 
it to original, but the prospects of finding a correct 
1500 engine and gearbox (they were only used in one 
other car – the Datsun Bluebird) seemed daunting. 
This would have been a good option, though, in terms 
of future value, because there are so few 1500s (even 
fewer JDM spec models) still around.

Then I considered getting the car restored as it stood, 
overhauling both engine and gearbox. But nobody in 
Joburg seemed to have heard of the car, parts would 
have to have been imported from the States and, 
I discovered, were becoming increasingly scarce, 
especially for the 2000. Engine overhauls alone run 
about US$10 000. I also thought I would have to up-
grade the brakes (which were drums all round on the 
1500 and had been left just like that when I bought 
it). And, even then the car wouldn’t have that much 
value because it was far from original.

Final option was to go the “restomod” route and fit 
an SR20 twin-cam fuel-injected engine from a RWD 
Nissan Silvia, known as the 200SX here in SA. These 
engines are also becoming increasingly rare and 
parts prices are rising. In



THE VVC VIEW

JUNE 2022

20

TALE OF A 
FAIRLADY 
this country they are very popular in 200SXs mod-
ifying for drifting. Again, a “modernised” car with 
disc brakes and up-to-date electronics would have 
been a great drive, but would have lost any value 
to a car collector.

I contacted Freek and asked him whether he could 
tackle such a restoration (he has a massive, well-
equipped workshop), so he came for a look. As it 
happened, he had found another 1500 and offered 
to use that engine an gearbox in my restoration, 
as long as I left the 2000 and its gearbox with him.

Body after sand blasting

He and his team took the car right back to the bare 
metal, sand-blasting the chassis and correcting 
some early bodged repairs. They also had to do a 
lot of metalwork because the wings, floors and sills 
had long since departed the land of the living. 

Plenty of metalwork needed to sort out the rusted floor

Left front wing and door were most badly affected 
by rust

I also asked him to repaint the car in it original “sora 
blue” colour in which it left the factory. I also did so 
because I noticed that there are two similar 1964 
1500s in museums in Japan – one at Nissan’s in Yo-
kohama and one at Toyota’s in Tokyo. Despite be-
ing a member of a number of Fairlady groups on 
Facebook, I have seen no other 1964 three-seat JDM 
spec. car in this colour…so hopefully that will one day 
increase its value.

Correct engine at last: 1500 cc pushrod producing 
and alleged 85 hp. Carbs are licensed (by Hitachi ) 
copies of SU design
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Gauges after restoration

Freek managed to source many of the parts and the 
ones he couldn’t – like emblems – he fabricated him-
self. The same went for the third seat, which was 
totally absent in my car. 

The car is still not perfect and could do with some 
mechanical fettling. The wheels are not period cor-
rect – they should be 13-inch steel items with hub-
caps. But that is in the realm of dreams – even clear-
ly used wheel covers are going for US$500 each! I 
have fitted a set of after-market alloys which are 
knock-offs of Minilites wheels, which themselves 
were used  as inspiration by Japanese wheelmakers 
Watanabe for their iconic wheels, which are common 
fitted on the SP cars now and were used and are still 
being used by racers.

The finished product. Wheels are not standard, which 
are ordinary steel 13-inch, nut which need hubcaps 
which cost around US$500 each...

I am under no illusions about the car being perfect – 
it is not great to drive, with no power steering, drum 
brakes and a gearbox which feels all of its 60 years 
of age and has no synchro in first. 

Cabin, showing the sideways-facing rear seat which 
was removed in the 1965 model year and front seat 
occupants were given more legroom

Yet, with the top down on a warm, sunny South Afri-
can morning, there is no much to beat it. Everybody 
loves it, too, and I often drawn into conversation 
with non-car fans, who just love the design and the 
colour and petrolheads who want to know what it is.

Members of the Facebook Fairlady groups who them-
selves drive stunning cars, have been complimenta-
ry too.

So, I’ll take that as a win.

Brendan Seery
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DEAUX 
CHEVEAUX
SEVEN DECADES OF THE CITROEN 2CV

Part III

It is now more than three decades since the final Citroen 
2CV was assembled in Portugal. So, as we mark the an-
niversary of the ending of 2CV production, let’s take a 
basket of eggs across a ploughed field to celebrate the 
life of the ‘tin snail’ post 1960s. 

Renault 4 arrives

 

Renault took a while to build something to take on the 2CV, 
but the 4 represented a hammer blow to Citroen’s rural 
dominance. The R4 was more conventional than the 2CV 
and could boast a substantial rear tailgate, making it more 
practical than the Deux Chevaux. Citroen responded with a 
new dashboard, electric windscreen wipers and an increase 
in horsepower.

Citroen 2CV AZAM

 The 2CV AZAM was introduced in 1963 and was, by a 
considerable margin, the most luxurious 2CV to date. 
Stainless steel hubcaps, tubular over-riders, chrome 
brightwork, bespoke door handles and a fully upholstered 
velour interior were just some of the highlights. Other 
‘luxuries’ included a passenger sun visor with mirror and 
an interior light.

Paris Motor Show 1965

 

The Paris Motor Show of 1965 saw the Citroen 2CV gain 
a glazed rear quarter panel and a new three-bar grille. A 
year later, 2CV production peaked, with 168,384 saloons 
rolling out of the factory. Sales would begin to tail off for 
the remainder of the 1960s, but the 2CV wasn’t done yet.

Citroen 2CV6
 

Production dropped to 98,685 in 1967, followed by 57,473 
in 1968 and 72,044 in 1969. Citroen’s response was to 
introduce the 2CV6, powered by the 602cc engine of the 
recently introduced Dyane 6. Meanwhile, the 2CV4 gained 
the 435cc unit from the Dyane 4. Note the new rectangu-
lar headlights of 1970.

Oil Crisis of 1973-1974
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Production was on the way up once again, jumping to 
121,096 in 1970 and as high as 163,143 in 1974. The 
reason for the upturn in fortunes: the oil crisis of 1973 
and 1974, with buyers switching to fuel-efficient cars in 
their droves. Against all the odds, the Citroen 2CV was 
given a stay of execution.

Citroen 2CV Special
 

Of course, the Citroen 2CV was no longer the preserve 
of French farmers and winegrowers. By the 1970s, it had 
developed a cult following, presenting a more youthful 
and lifestyle-led image. Not that Citroen was ready to for-
get the 2CV’s roots, as it introduced the back-to-basics 
2CV Special of 1975. The Special returned to the old in-
strument panel last seen in 1970, along with the familiar 
round headlights

Acknowledgments: Citroen: Daring to be Different, by 
John Reynolds; Citroenet.org.uk; Ran When Parked; Le 
Double Chevron.

Motoring Research

DEAUX 
CHEVEAUX
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W-24 MARINE 
ENGINE
DUESENBERG W-24 MARINE ENGINE

Wild 24-cylinder Engine from 1926

I came across this article about the W24 marine 
engines that Duesenberg built for Horace Dodge, 
and wanted to share it. Even though it took many 
years to shake the bugs out of this overly com-
plicated beast, the design and engineering is in-
credible. Especially considering that it went from 
an idea to completed running engines in less than 
6 months. How did they do that? No one does that 
today with something like this, it takes years, I 
think. The picture of the gear train for the cam is 
crazy! I hope you enjoy it, Joel

Although his father was a co-founder of the Dodge 
Brothers Company, progenitor to today’s Dodge 
automobile company, Horace Elgin Dodge Jr. did 
not follow his father into the automobile business. 
But like his father, he was very interested in wa-
tercraft. In 1923, after his father had passed, he 
founded Dodge Boat Works in Detroit, Michigan. 
This venture was backed by a $2 million invest-
ment from his mother, Anna Thompson Dodge.

 

Side view of the J. Paul Miller-developed Duesenberg 
W-24 engine.

Dodge was very involved in boat racing, and he 
wanted to create a boat that would be unbeatable. 
In 1925, Dodge approached Duesenberg Brothers 
Racing to build an engine to propel him to victory in 
the Gold Cup race. An agreement was made, and a 

contact was signed on 27 January 1926—$32,500 
for the construction of two complete engines with 
enough spare parts to build a third. The first en-
gine was to be delivered on 15 June 1926, with 
the second following on 6 July 1926. Although Fred 
Duesenberg was involved with the engine project, 
it was most likely Augie Duesenberg who did the 
majority of the work.

The contracted engine was essentially three 
straight-eight engines on a common crankcase, 
creating a W-24. Why a “W” engine configuration 
was chosen is not known, but it does provide for a 
powerful engine in a fairly compact space. At this 
same time in history, the Napier Lion W-12 engine 
was powering record-setting air, land, and marine 
speed machines, and it is easy to see how the Lion 
could have served as inspiration.

 

Front view of the Duesenberg W-24 under construction.

The engine’s bore was 2.875 in (73 mm) and stroke 
was 4.0 in (102 mm), giving a total displacement 
of 623 cu in (10.2 L). The two side banks were 
angled 60 degrees from the centre vertical bank. 
Each of the W-24’s engine banks was made up of 
two four-cylinder blocks with integral heads. The 
first four-cylinder blocks were supposedly made 
of cast iron, but later cylinder blocks were cast 
aluminium with steel cylinder liners. The engine’s 
single crankshaft was supported by five main bear-
ings. The connecting rods were of the tubular type, 
with the master rod in the centre bank and an 
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articulated rod for each outer bank.

Four valves per cylinder operated in a pent roof 
combustion chamber. Altogether, the engine’s 96 
valves took about a week of labour to adjust. The 
valves were actuated in each engine bank by dual 
overhead camshafts that extended the length of 
the engine. The camshafts were geared to the 
crankshaft via idler gears. Each block of four cyl-
inders had five exhaust ports. The three middle 
exhaust ports each shared two exhaust valves. Ex-
haust from each bank was collect in a single water 
jacketed manifold. One sparkplug was installed in 
each cylinder and fired by a camshaft-driven Delco 
distributor mounted at the rear of each cylinder 
bank.

 

The complex gear-drive arrangement for the cam-
shafts at the rear of the 24-cylinder Duesenberg.

William Pearce

Thanks to Heath Hargreaves

W-24 MARINE 
ENGINE
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PAT 
BARCLAY
OBITUARY – PAT BARCLAY

Not having seen Pat for a few months Karen 
made a few phone calls and regrettably found 
out he had passed away last November.

I met Pat when I joined the club in the early 
1980’s. I recall the braais we had in those days, 
they were situated where they are today and 
we parked our cars around the back next to the 
braais. Pat had a very nice light grey 1936 Chev 
which was famous for its ex-upholstery, how he 
sat in it only he knew but he refused to have it 
renewed as it was original. He regrettably sold it 
as his choice of vehicle was then a little Toyota 
van which he had purchased and kept for many, 
many years. It was hi-jacked, stolen and re-
turned, smashed up a few times, but Pat loved 
its convenience and reliability.

He phoned me one day to say he wanted to buy 
a used Rolls Royce that he had seen and would I 
look at it for him. It turned out to be a very nice 
long wheel-based Shadow, I advised him not to 
buy it as you have to be a very wealthy master 
mechanic to keep them going - anyway, he went 
ahead and bought it. 

Needless to say, Gloria his Missus, was furious 
as that meant good-bye to her newly planned 
bathroom. Not long after owning it he phoned 
Hamish to collect it as it had “failed to proceed”. 
Hamish had it towed to his workshop and guess 
what – no petrol. That was his first lesson in 
owning a Rolls, they can do gallons to the mile. 

Pat was a quiet man who never made big waves, 
however, when you got to know him, you real-
ized he was a quality God fearing man and ex-
tremely intelligent.  

Bless you Pat and R.I.P.

Eric McQuillian
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PETER 
HYSLOP
R.I.P.    PETER  HYSLOP    10-09-28  -  26-04-22

Peter Thomas Hyslop was born on 10 September 
1928 and grew up in Howick, Natal.  He attended 
Cordwalles Preparatory School in Pietermaritzburg, 
and from the school grounds watched the compet-
itors riding past in the last D-J road race of 1936.  
In spite of this, or maybe because of it, he never 
became a motorcyclist.   
    
He went on to Hilton College during the War years, 
and on leaving school was apprenticed as a fitter 
and turner at Sarmcol in Howick.  He had happy 
memories of this time, and often said that it was 
the skills he learned there that enabled him to re-
store the Falcon Knight.  He moved to the Transvaal 
for most of the 1950’s, and it was during this time 
that he became a Founder Member of the VVC.
    
Peter married Shirley Runcie in 1958, and in 1961 
they moved to the Cape, settling at 89 Milner Rd, 
Rondebosch.  He worked as a sales engineer for 
Gilbarco Pumps, and latterly for Key Recruitment 
doing engineering placements, until his retirement 
in 1990.  He was an Elder of Mowbray Presbyterian 
Church for many years, as well as serving on the 
Property Committee and leading a home Fellow-
ship group.
    
The Falcon Knight was bought for £50 in 1963 
during a trip to Johannesburg.  The car was com-
plete but not running and came with a crate of 
spare parts.  Peter then stripped it and began a 
full ground-up restoration. Progress was often slow 
and included two engine rebuilds, but after retire-
ment he got stuck in and finished the car in 2000.  
Except for precision machining, Peter did all the 
work himself but was always quick to acknowledge 
the many Club members who helped, particularly 
Murray Silkstone.  
    
He started using the car on Club rallies, but dis-
aster struck in 2004 - a serious engine smash-up.  

The sleeve valve motor is very complex, and a less-
er man would have given up and installed a period 
American six : but not Peter, who straight away 
began his third engine rebuild.  This was completed 
in 2009, and the car was to give him twelve years 
of trouble-free vintage motoring.  Unlike most mo-
toring enthusiasts, the Falcon Knight was the only 
classic car that Peter ever owned.
    
I first met Peter in 1973, when his sons joined Sec-
ond Rondebosch Scouts.  Many of our activities in-
volved go carts, mopeds, etc. and Peter’s lathe was 
often in demand. He was always very supportive 
of Second Rondebosch, particularly in later years 
when we took on the running of the Troop.  It was 
at this time that I first saw the Falcon Knight - in 
pieces, body hanging from rafters and parts stored 
around the garage.  The general opinion was that it 
would never run, but Peter proved them all wrong.  
    
I knew Peter in the Club, of course, but we became 
closer when I started crewing for him in 2009.  We 
took part in most Club rallies, and also made two 
very enjoyable road trips to the George Show.  He 
had many interests, and our discussions, apart 
from motoring topics, could vary from the Battle of 
Britain to the finer points of Pentax cameras to the 
works of Edgar Allen Poe.  His health deteriorated 
in later years but his enthusiasm remained undi-
minished, and missing a rally was simply not an 
option.  He was diagnosed with colon cancer in late 
2021, but accepted it philosophically and met his 
end with equanimity.  He was a true gentleman and 
a wonderful companion, and will be greatly missed 
by his family and friends.
    
Adrian Denness  
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THE STORY OF JAGUAR – PART 1

The legendary British marque, Jaguar, is known around 
the world for blending sportiness with luxury and style in 
a unique manner. It dates back 100 years to a beginning 
in 1922.

 Jaguar Mk 2 Mascot  Jaguar Leaper  

Here we look at the brand’s history and the people and 
the models that shaped its identity.

The legacy of Sir William Lyons  

The story begins in the early 1920s in Blackpool, Eng-
land. William Walmsley was building motorcycle sidecars 
when he met his young neighbour - and fellow motor-
cycle enthusiast - William Lyons.

With their shared passion for motorcycles, it was lo-
gical step for the pair to go into business together. In 
1922, shortly after Lyons’ 21st birthday, they founded 
the Swallow Sidecar Company, selling Walmsley’s hand-
built designs which were distinguished by their beautiful 
streamlined shape.

 
William Walmsley (mounted) and a young William Lyons 
together with their sidecar

Business boomed, and the company expanded, adding 
car body repairs alongside their sidecar business, be-
fore expanding into building car bodies (and changing its 
name to Swallow Sidecar and Coachbuilding Company) 
which were bolted onto the chassis of existing models 
like the Austin Seven (1927) and later, the Fiat Tipo 
509A (1929).

In 1927, now firmly established as a coachbuilder, the 
company dropped ‘Sidecar’ from its name to become 
simply Swallow Coachbuilding Company and the follow-
ing year, with business prospering, and needing to be 
closer to England’s automotive hub, the company moved 
to larger premises in Coventry.

In 1931, Swallow launched two new models, the SS 
I and SS II, built on a chassis made by The Standard 
Motor Company, with competitive pricing, despite their 
premium styling.

In 1934, co-founder Walmsley left the company, leaving 
Lyons at the helm. He renamed it S.S. Cars (Standard 
Swallow) and created an engineering department, hiring 
a talented young engineer, William Heynes, to oversee 
the development of new models.

 
SS Jaguar 2.5 litre Saloon (1935)

The first car bearing the Jaguar name launched in 1935, 
the SS Jaguar 2.5 litre Saloon, reflecting the model’s 
combination of elegant design, power and agility. Along-
side the saloon, a two-seater roadster SS Jaguar 100 
launched in 1936, with an advertised top speed of 
100mph (161km/h). This car was also the first to carry 
what would become an iconic automotive symbol,

100 YEARS 
OF JAGUAR
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the ‘leaping jaguar’ hood ornament.

 

SS 100 (1938)

In 1945, after the difficult years of World War II, and with 
the SS initials forever tainted by the notorious Nazis, Ly-
ons renamed the company to Jaguar Cars Limited.

Production of pre-war models restarted but the engineer-
ing department was already working on a ground-break-
ing design that would change the course of Jaguar’s his-
tory.

Introduced in 1948, and developed by chief engineer Wil-
liam Heynes and ex-Bentley engineer Walter Hassan, the 
legendary XK6 engine was a straight-six, dual overhead 
cam unit that would power Jaguar cars both on the road 
and the racetrack until 1992.
 

1948 Jaguar XK Engine

At the 1948 London motor show, Jaguar presented two 
cars - a production model and a very interesting 

prototype. The Mark V, was a luxury four door with 
premium design that, despite using existing running gear 
sourced from the Standard company, featured a number 
of significant improvements over the pre-war models. It 
was also the first Jaguar with independent front suspen-
sion and hydraulic brakes.

 
Jaguar XK120 Roadster (1948)

The second model, initially developed as a testbed for 
the brand new XK engine, was the sports car prototype 
XK120, which caused a stir with its beautiful aluminium 
body styled by founder William Lyons, and its impressive 
performance figures.

Thanks to the 3.4-litre engine, producing 119kW, the XK120 
was the fastest production car in the world at the time, with 
a top speed of 193km/h. People were sceptical of the road-
ster’s capabilities at first, but after a standard car clocked 
203km/h during testing, that scepticism died away.

The performance of this beautiful piece of design and en-
gineering prompted its racing debut in the One Hour Pro-
duction Car race at Silverstone in 1949, where it finished 
first and second, marking the first of many victories for 
the brand around the world.

Back to the premium sedans, the Jaguar Mark VII launched 
in 1950, based on the Mark V chassis, but featuring a 
more streamlined design and with the XK6 3.4-litre en-
gine now producing 120kW. That bump in power was good 
for a top speed of over 160km/h.

Thanos Pappas / drive.com.au

100 YEARS 
OF JAGUAR
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THE FOR SALE TABLE

Don’t forget there is a table at the back of the hall 
for items members would like to dispose of.  

WANTED

Has anyone a single or pair of Signia hearing aids 
lying around unused they would sell?

I have a pair but unfortunately Dawns new puppy 
ate the left one (blue dot). 

Eric 083 700 0171

CLASSIFIED
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SAVVA 
TECHNICAL TIP

 
 

                    SAVVA Technical Tip 174 – 12 to 6 volt conversions 
 

The following very informative article was sent in by Christo 
Tompson. Thanks Christo and apologies for taking so long to publish 

it – let’s blame computers. 
 

 
 
                                         6 Volt Brandstof meters 
 
Met die onlangse aanskaf van ‘n 1946 CJ2 Jeep, het die evaluering van wat alles 
oorgedoen/reggemaak/werk gemaak moet word, begin. 
 
My Jeep is met ‘n Toyota 2C diesel enjin toegerus maar verderaan heeltemal 
standaard. Die enjin voel nogals ‘n plus maar aan die minus kant was die oorspronklike 
meters wat nou op 12 volt funksioneer (of nie funksioneer nie!) 
 
Die ampere meter word nie deur die 12 volt geaffekteer nie. Net so werk die oliedruk-  
asook die temperatuur meters. Hoe, weet nugter maar die hitte dui ‘n konstante 70 
grade celsius aan wanneer hy warm is en die oliedruk wys maksimum wanneer koud, 
wanneer warm laag wanneer hy luier en lekker hoog op spoed.  
 
Soos dit op die oog af lyk, het die “ombouer” bloot die Jeep se meters aan die Toyota 
enjin se senders gekoppel en siedaar...niks het opgeblaas nie. 
 
Die brandstof meter het egter glad nie gewerk nie. Ek het die “sender unit” uit die tenk 
gehaal om te kyk of daar nie dalk fout gekom het nie (hy moes nou diesel aandui in 
plaas van petrol). Die (kurk)flotter het losgekom van die armpie af en het  in stukkies bo-
op die diesel gedryf. Dit is vervang en skoongemaak maar nog steeds niks. 
 
Toe kom die stroombaan aan die beurt ...en Latie [Lategan] se boeke wat toe aandui 
dat die metertjie ‘n volt sensitiewe een is. 12 volt sou hom dus uitbrand! Gelukkig was 
die ombouer nie elektries vaardig nie (ek ook nie) en het die stroombaan totaal verkeerd 
gehad...soveel so dat die stroom nooit by die “sender unit” uitgekom het nie. Daar het 
dus gelukkig nerens stroom gevloei nie. 
 
Maar hoe nou gemaak....sodra die stroombaan gekorrigeer sou wees, sou ek verseker 
die meterjie beskadig het. 
 
‘n Goeie vriend (en kundige) van die (ou ) Kaapse tegnikon (cput), het met ‘n pragtige 
idee vorendag gekom. Volgens hom was hierdie ou tipe voertuie almal met ‘n tipe van 
stroom balanseerder toegerus. Dis om te keer dat die brandstof meter nie meer (of 
minder) wys wanneer mens anders dan gelyk ry nie of wanneer die battery pap is nie. 
 
Maar om dit te bou vir ‘n 12 volt na 6 volt aanwending, is nie onmoontlik nie, maar dis 
nie koste effektief nie. Wat hy voorgestel  het was ‘n verstelbare weerstand. Ek het 

SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP 175 - OIL FILTERS

Many owners of early cars express concern about 
the lack of an engine oil filter. This concern is quite 
legitimate as early oils settled the gunk to the bot-
tom of the sump to be drained out at the next oil 
change – usually at every 1000 miles. Modern 
oils suspend the gunk and the filler removes it – if 
you have a filter that is. The concern is – what if 
you don’t have a filter – the junk just keeps 
circulating wearing out the engine components 
prematurely.

In the early 30’s through to the 50’s many cars, es-
pecially the posh ones, had simple disposable “by-
pass” oil filters fitted. Obviously, they weren’t as 
effective as modern full flow filters but were better 
than nothing. Unfortunately,  nowadays even these 
replacement by-pass filters are very difficult to 
find. However, depending on your engine, there is 
an alternative filter one can use which will give you 
a bit of peace of mind knowing that the oil will pass 
through it every few minutes.

If your engine is an OHV and has an oil line that 
travels externally from the bottom of the engine 
up to the cylinder head where it feeds the rocker 
arm and tappets, one can tap into this line and fit 
a by-pass filter. Attached is a picture of such a 
fitment on a typical G.M. engine. These filters take 
the modern “screw on” disposable oil filter. 

An ideal filter body would be the one used on Val-
iants. It was external and fitted on top of the en-
gine having two flexible oil lines to the engine. The 
question is – what happened to all the Valiants? 
I’m sure there are numerous other cars using a 
similar arrangement that we can use.

Years ago, Doep du Plessis from Vrede, a top re-
storer, fitted full flow filters to his side valve Chrys-
ler engines by drilling into the block near the oil 
pump. The oil was pumped out, through a filter, 
and back into the block. - I don’t know the details 
but it can be done.

This picture is of a typical GM engine conversion 
using the housing from a diesel engine that was 
purchased at a flea market for a few Rand.
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CONTACTS

VVC COMMITTEE FOR 2020/2021
Chairman/Dating Officer: Brian Noik brian@noik.co.za 082 416 9584
Vice Chair/Regalia: Stephen Martin sentry@netactive.co.za 082 551 8588
Treasurer: Paul Koski paul@koski.co.za 082 442 6662
Memberships: Karen Kaiser karennkaiser@gmail.com 083 307 0581
Bar/Clubhouse: G.  Kaiser karennkaiser@gmail.com 082 777 1818
SAVVA /Events/DJ Rep:   Peter Aneck-Hahn aneck-hahn@mweb.co.za 083 250 5440
Youth/Member Development: Heath Hargreaves heathgh@me.com 083 256 0657       
Events: Martin Kaiser martin.kaiser@menofmetal.co.za 074 563 4061
DJ Finance: Bert Lopes hcsllopes@gmail.com 083 637 5171     
Ex-officio Portfolio Holders
Editor: Brian Askew brian@quaestior.com 082 601 3021
Social Breakfasts: John Hassall jh29@pixie.co.za 011 487 0385

CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence to the club should also be addressed to: info@vvc.co.za

PLEASE NOTE
Deadline for articles for the next issue is the 7th of the previous month

Please do keep your articles coming in. Your contributions are appreciated!
When submitting photographs please ensure that they are high resolution, to do justice to the

pictures, particularly in the printed version.

VINTAGE AND VETERAN CLUB ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2019/2020
Joining Fee: R125.00 (including Name Badge) Extra name badges R60.00

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS:   
Ordinary Members:  Country Members: (outside of Gauteng)
R600 including monthly printed Newsletter R475 including monthly printed Newsletter
R425 including monthly emailed Newsletter R300 including monthly emailed Newsletter
Honorary Life Members: FREE

Banking Details: Vintage and Veteran Club, Nedbank, Benmore Gardens Branch 197305. 
Account No. 1973 038 617

Affiliated to SAVVA
e-mail: editor@vvc.co.za • website: www.vvc.co.za

mail: P.O. Box 35129, Northcliff, 2115 • clubhouse: 3 Athol Oaklands Road, Oaklands, Johannesburg
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VVC 
SUPPLIERS
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIERS

We are drawing up a list of recommended suppliers, please feel free to add to this list or make recommenda-
tions, notify me on chairman@vvc.co.za

Body repairs and painting
*Shield Panelbeaters, Manny Bairos  (084) 506 7237,

Restorations & General Workshop
*Brian Style  (082) 330 1688   
* Heritage Workshop, John Allison    (072) 108 4280 / (082) 336 3949
* Charles Goodman  (082) 449 6901
* Tony Watson  (011) 875 2101
 
SAVVA Dating Club Vehicles
* Brian Noik

Car Covers:
*Pat Barclay (011) 698 3166 / (073) 263 7982

Powder Coating 
*African Powder Coating,  (011) 452 3345
13 Fountain St. Eastleigh, Edenvale. John  

Plating
* African Electroplating  - Peter Posniak  (082) 553 5032

Auto Trimmers:
* Nev’s Auto Trimmers Neville,  (011) 472 0392 / (083) 284 94008 

Engine & gearbox etc. mountings (same day service.)
*Nick Mountings, Wynberg  (082) 445 1489

Seat Springs:  
*Seat, compression, tension springs etc., 
Weblor Springs  (011) 452 8686/7

Instrument Repairs:
*Sports Car Centre, Alan Uzzell  (011) 646 1631
* Nigel Ridley, Clocks and Instrument repairs,  (011) 803 1319

Insurance:
*SAVVA Insurance, 
Glenn Broadhurst,  
Yolande Erasmus Cell: (087) 736 2222 / Fax: (011) 699 0783

User
Cross-Out

User
Cross-Out
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Brake, Clutch & Accelerator, speedo cables
*Cablecraft (011) 394 4865
* Martin Peach (011)787 2995 / (082) 492 7794
9 Hilma Road, Bordeaux

Brake hoses, cables, electric window repairs
*TK Cables (011) 029 5366 / (086) 552 5514
627 Ondekkers Road, Delarey

Piston Rings
*Made to size, Industrial Piston Ring Manuf. 
David Godwin,  (011) 622 2546/7
*Cord Rings (011) 334 9525 
5 Kruis St. Johannesburg

Lenses (reproductions)
*Duke’s Car Lenses  (083) 655 3657

Vintage tyres:
*Jeppe Tyres, Roy Greenburg,  (011) 614 0462 / (082) 491 2025

Refurbishing Woodgrain on steel and wood: 
*Ivan Cotton  (076) 034 9482

Chev and Ford Part importers
*Mike Leisegang:    (082) 857 8733

Ford Parts (F Series)
*Gary Dixon  (011) 609-3631 

Carburettor Services
*Frank Hackney (011) 493 7000
Carburettor Services  frankhackney@mweb.co.za
22 Loveday Street South
Johannesburg

Batteries
Battery Orbit
Le Roux Ave &, Richards Drive
Halfway Gardens, Midrand, 1686
Ask for either Colin or Nielan (011) 466 9411

VVC 
SUPPLIERS
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BOB 
HOPE
BOB HOPE

Wikipedia tells us that Leslie Townes “Bob” Hope 
KBE KC*SG (May 29, 1903 – July 27, 2003) was 
a British-American comedian, vaudevillian, actor, 
singer and dancer. With a career that spanned 
nearly 80 years, Hope appeared in more than 70 
short and feature films, with 54 feature films with 
Hope as star, including a series of seven “Road” 
musical comedy movies with Bing Crosby as Hope’s 
top-billed partner. This doesn’t begin to scratch the 
surface – but fortunately Murry Webb is on hand to 
help us remember him.

On his death bed they asked him  where he wanted 
to be buried and he said “Surprise me.”

I had forgotten that he lived to be 100, and also 
didn’t realize it has been nearly 20 years since 
he died. He touched a lot of lives during his life. 
Thought you might enjoy a bit of memory touch-
ing, so sent it along to you. Enjoy and recall a neat 
comedian.

ON TURNING 70
‘I still chase women, but only downhill.’

ON TURNING 80
‘That’s the time of your life when even your birth-
day suit needs pressing.’

ON TURNING 90
‘You know you’re getting old when the candles cost 
more than the cake.’

ON TURNING 100
‘I don’t feel old. In fact, I don’t feel anything until 
noon. Then it’s time for my nap.’

ON GIVING UP HIS EARLY CAREER, BOXING
‘I ruined my hands in the ring. The referee kept 
stepping on them.’

ON NEVER WINNING AN  OSCAR
‘Welcome to the Academy Awards, or, as it’s called 
at my home, ‘Passover.’

ON  GOLF
‘Golf is my profession. Show business is just to pay 
the green fees.’
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BOB 
HOPE

ON  PRESIDENTS
‘I have performed for 12 presidents but entertained 
only six.’

ON WHY HE CHOSE SHOWBIZ FOR
HIS CAREER
‘When I was born, the doctor said to my mother 
‘Congratulations, you have an eight-pound ham.’

ON RECEIVING THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MED-
AL
‘I feel very humble, but I think I have the strength 
of character to fight it.’

ON HIS FAMILY’S EARLY  POVERTY
‘Four of us slept in the one bed. When it got cold, 
mother threw on another brother.’

ON HIS SIX  BROTHERS
‘That’s how I learned to dance. Waiting for the 
bathroom.’

ON HIS EARLY  FAILURES
‘I would not have had  anything to eat if it wasn’t 
for the stuff the audience threw at me.’

ON GOING TO  HEAVEN
‘I’ve done benefits for ALL religions. I’d hate to 
blow the hereafter on a technicality.’

Thank you, Murray
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NOTICE 
BOARD

BRAAI

Braai fires are lit on Club Sundays and members are welcome to bring and Braai

EVENTS

The events are published in the newsletter every month and will also be announced at the Sunday Club 
meeting held on the last Sunday of every month. There is a breakfast meet on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month  at various venues around Johannesburg. These are truly enjoyable and kindly arranged by John 
Hassal. If you would like to be on the invite list for these please send John an email on: jh29@pixie.co.za 

or Karen on: karennkaiser@gmail.com

FACEBOOK

Note that you can also join the club’s Facebook: The Vintage and Veteran Club VVC. It is a closed group. 
If you join, Paul will accept you as a member. There is a lot of other interesting content posted from 

around the world. Karen Kaiser.

SHIRTS AND REGALIA

Wearing a club shirt. There is a blue short-sleeve shirt with the VVC badge above the pocket and also 
white polo shirt with the VVC badge. They will be on sale at the Sunday Club meetings.

There is – ready for winter – a club sweater with the logo on it. R300.

Also, check our cabinet by the bar entrance for VVC badges to enhance your classic car and person.

If you would like to place an order kindly contact Karen on: karennkaiser@gmail.com

The club encourages you to make use of the newsletter to move some of the belongings you have 
accumulated. With so many members sizing down and moving you are welcome to advertise here. 

Remember “one man’s junk...”
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ADVERTISEMENTS

theheritageworkshop@gmail.com
www.heritageworkshop.org

John 072 108 4280
Barb 082 336 3949
Sam 072 712 0539

135 Whitworth Road
Heriotdale

Johannesburg
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SO  YOU ARE GOING TO COURT,
GOOD LUCK WITH THAT!

Expedited
Arbitration and Mediation

Services

www.arbitrate.co.za
011 442 6662

paul@arbitrate.co.za

ADVERTISE HERE

CONTACT

KAREN

karennkaiser@gmail.com

gifts - jewellery - repairs
watch straps

batteries - watches

Tony & Ann Henen
011 483 2365

Grant Ave, Norwood
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FOR A QUOTATION CONTACT US ON: 
011 885 6600 

admin@roxsure.co.za 
www.roxsure.co.za 
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F r o m  o n l y  R 1 4 9 5 . 0 0 p m

Centrally located in Randburg, close to major arterial routes 

(079) 983-9339

CONTACT US 
FOR A TOUR OF
THE FACILITY

2 factor authenticated access Discrete

24 hour security

Coffee shop, gym on site

Pest control

Complimentary refreshments

Close to Gautrain Bus Service

Located in suburbs

Fire sprinkler system -  SANS 0400

24 hour access all year

24/7 off-site CCTV monitoringFacial recognition

Air Compressor, jumper cables and emergency fuel available

State of the art facilities

DEDICATED VEHICLE

STORAGE  


