
WALTON BROTHERS FINISH 1-2 IN DJ RALLY FOR CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES 
 
By Roger Houghton 
 
The Walton brothers, Gavin, and Kevin, from the East Rand, proved the dominant force in the 2018 DJ regularity rally 
for classic motorcycles. They took the first two places out of an original entry of 103 motorcycles in this annual event 
which takes competitors on a two-day route from Durban to Johannesburg. 
 
This historic event commemorates the annual motorcycle road race between Durban and Johannesburg, which took 
place from 1913 to 1936 and has been staged as a regularity trial since 1971, with qualifying motorcycles being those 
made before 1937. The current DJ is organised by a committee formed of members of several motorcycles clubs 
under the auspices of the Vintage and Veteran Club of South Africa. 
 
This was the third time that Gavin Walton has won the prestigious DJ, with previous wins having come in 2009 and 
2017. In addition, he won three other major classic rallies last year – the Natal Classic, Fairest Cape, as well as the 
motorcycle section of the Magnum. Gavin’s total error at the various timed checkpoints on the 673km route totalled 
256 points, made up of the lowest scores on each day – 142 on the first day and 114 on the second. He once again 
rode his reliable 1936 500cc AJS. 
 
Kevin Walton had a total penalty of 460 points riding his 1931, 500cc BSA, which has now completed 36 DJ Runs, 22 
when ridden by original owner, George Corlett, a winner in 1984, and 14 ridden by Kevin. 
 
Third place was filled by three-time DJ winner Martin Davis, riding a 1930 500cc Sunbeam, while the 2014 winner, 
Allan Cunninghame, took fourth position riding a 1936 500cc Velocette, ahead of 26-year-old Martin Kaiser (1935 
500cc Sunbeam), who was the youngest finisher.  
 
There were 72 finishers this year, with 11 non-finishers and 18 non-starters due to personal or mechanical reasons. 
Oldest finisher was 82-year-old Neville Smith (1936 350cc Ariel Red Hunter), who placed 18

th
, while the highest 

placed woman was Dorian Radue, a regular competitor from Australia, who took 12
th
 place on a 1935 250cc Rudge.  

 
Deon Malherbe (1934 500cc Sunbeam) was the highest placed first-time entrant in the 2018 DJ, filling 25

th
 position. 

Tony Lyons-Lewis (1928 500cc Norton) received the award for the most DJ Runs completed, with the 2018 even 
being his 36

th
 finish. 

 
The weather played along this year, with the competitors only having to deal with slight drizzle on the first day. The DJ 
commemorative rally follows the general route of the original road races, which is now the “old” road between Durban 
and Johannesburg. Competitors reported that road conditions were better than those experienced in recent years, 
with no stop and go construction sites. 
 
There were no injuries although some riders had close shaves, including former winner Mike Ward being forced off the 
road by a coal truck but managing to keep his 1936 Velocette upright and finished 11

th
. 

 
Clerk-of-the-course Larina MacGregor, who filled this position for the first time, said that she enjoyed the experience, 
although it was stressful before the event got underway in Hillcrest on the Friday morning. 
 
The electronic loggers, which have been used for the past three years, once again came in for some criticism as 
several frustrating failures cost competitors dearly and a form of electronic back-up is required now that there are no 
longer people manning the various checkpoints on the route. 
 
OVERALL RESULTS 
 
1, Gavin Walton   (1936 500cc AJS)   256 penalty points 
2, Kevin Walton   (1931 500cc BSA)   460 
3, Martin Davis   (1930 500cc Sunbeam)   481 
4, Allan Cunninghame  (1936 500cc Velocette)   546 
5, Martin Kaiser   (1935 500cc Sunbeam)   844 
6, Kevin Robertson  (1936 500cc Velocette)   941 
7, Ralph Pitchford  (1933 500cc BSA)   987 
8, Roland Nancekievel  (1935 500cc Velocette)   991 
9, Adrian and Gerald Hollis (1935 600cc Sunbeam with sidecar) 1010 
10, Niel Stander   (1933 500cc BSA)   1022 
 
Photographs follow: 
 
 
 



 
Dorian Radue, a regular DJ Rally competitor from Australia, accepts a trophy for being the highest placed woman rider 
from clerk-of-the-course Larina MacGregor. 
 



 
Neville Smith (82) was the oldest finisher on the 2018 DJ Rally. Here he accepts his trophy from clerk-of-the-course 
Larina MacGregor. 
 
 



 
This is the historic Schlesinger Vase presented to the winner of the DJ Rally at the award ceremony, but remaining in 
the custody of the Vintage and Veteran Club of SA thereafter. Alongside it is one of the rare miniatures of the historic 
trophy which was presented in 1914 to the winner of the second motorcycle road race from Durban to Johannesburg. 
 
The Hutchinson Trophy was awarded to the winner of the first event, but was replaced the next year by the 
Schlesinger Vase which had been commissioned to be made in London by New York-born Issy Schlesinger, a 
entrepreneurial Johannesburg businessman. He not only built up a huge insurance and entertainment empire in South 
Africa, but also established the Zebediela Citrus Estate which was, at one time, the largest citrus farm in the world.  
 
The miniature of the imposing Schlesinger Vase was presented to Burton Kinsey, uncle of local motoring journalist 
Malcolm Kinsey, for winning the 1933 DJ race. He rode a 500cc Twin Port BSA and clocked 6 hr. 54 min. 50 sec., 
making him the first rider to break the seven-hour barrier for the ride between Durban and Johannesburg. 
 



\ 
Gavin Walton, who is now a three-time winner of the DJ Rally, receives trophies for the lowest scores on Day 1 and 2 
of the 2018 event from clerk-of-the-course Larina MacGregor at the prize giving ceremony at the Vintage and Veteran 
Club in Sandton. 
  



 

 
Gavin Walton and his trusty AJS on his way to winning the 2018 DJ Rally. 

 



 
Kevin Walton gave the Walton brothers a 1-2 in the 2018 as he finished second behind Gavin, riding his 1931 BSA 

 



 
Bill Lance, riding a 1925 600cc Indian Scout, won the award for the best performance by a motorcycle of more than 
500cc that was made before 31 December 1925. 
 



 
Neville Smith, at 82, was the oldest finisher in the 2018 DJ. He ended 18th  on a 1936 350cc Ariel Red Hunter. 

 
 



 
Adrien and Gerald Hollis completed the route on their 1935 600cc Sunbeam and sidecar combination. 

 


