
POPULAR WIN FOR RALPH PITCHFORD IN DJ RALLY FOR CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES 
 
Report by Roger Houghton. 
 
Ralph Pitchford, a veteran of the Dakar Rally both as a motorcycle mechanic and a co-driver in a number of 
cars, as well as a former champion SA off-road racing co-driver, was a popular winner of the 2016 DJ Rally 
for post 1936 motorcycles at the weekend. This was the first outright DJ Rally win for Pitchford, riding a 
1926 500cc Triumph P-type. His error at the various timing check points on the 600km route totalled 230 
seconds - 89 seconds on the first day and 141 seconds on the second day. 
 
Pitchford has competed in eight DJ Rallies and had finished second, third and fourth previously, with only 
one non-finish due to a mechanical problem. A good omen was his second place finish in this year’s Pre-DJ 
Rally which was held a few weeks before the DJ Rally as a warm-up for the big event. 
 
Previously Ralph has had his brothers, Harold and David, competing in the event with him, but this year he 
was on his own as Harold is working in the Middle East and David had to withdraw from the event after 
having had an operation. 
 
This year Ralph’s immaculate, self-prepared flat-tanker Triumph ran perfectly on the two-day event which 
took competitors from Durban to Johannesburg with an overnight stop in Newcastle. This was the oldest 
motorcycle to win this annual event in the past 33 years. 
 
The 2016 event was the 45th of these regularity rallies staged to commemorate the annual motorcycle road 
races held most years between Durban and Johannesburg from 1913 to 1936 when racing on public roads 
was banned on safety ground. For this reason only motorcycles manufactured before 1937 are eligible to 
compete in the commemorative regularity rally, with most of them being British makes. 
 
Second place this year was taken by Gavin Walton on a 1936 500cc AJS with a total error of 255 seconds, 
including the lowest score on the first day at 56 seconds. He is a regular top performer in regularity rallies 
for classic motorcycles with his successes including winning the 2009 DJ Rally. Over the past few years 
Gavin has had to overcome serious injuries to his leg when he was hit by a car when stationary while going 
home after the 2013 Pre-DJ Rally. 
 
Gavin Walton’s commitment to the classic motorcycle fraternity is such that he has recently taken over the 
British motorcycle spare parts supply operation which was run by Mike Lang for many years. 
 
Third place in the 2016 DJ Rally was filled by Tony Lyons-Lewis, riding a 1928 500cc overhead camshaft 
Norton, with an error of 270 seconds. He also won a special award for completing his 34th DJ Rally. 
 
This year’s event attracted an entry of 90 riders with 82 starting from Hillcrest and only 62 finishing, which 
was a higher rate of non-finishers than usual. 
 
Among the riders to retire was Samantha Anderson, who was riding the oldest motorcycle in this year’s 
event, a 1909 500cc Humber pedal cycle. Soon after leaving Newcastle on the second leg of the rally the 
fuel tank tap came adrift, drenching the hot engine in fuel, which ignited immediately. Samantha suffered 
burns to her leg but the motorcycle will require a lot of work to get it back to its previous state as a regular 
finisher on the DJ Rally. 
 
The oldest motorcycle to compete this year’s event was a 1913 1,039cc Matchless ridden by Hans Coertse 
and finished 61st. The year-long restoration of this classic machine, which dates back to the first Durban-
Johannesburg race, was completed shortly before the start. 
 
The 2016 DJ Rally, which was organised by a committee from several clubs under the leadership of Clerk 
of the Course Ian Holmes, once again followed a route as close as possible to that of the original road 
races, being basically the old road between Durban and Johannesburg. 
 
There is still a lot of road construction on this route, which meant a number of stop-go sections. In addition, 
the road was very rough in patches, but the competitors are hoping the resurfacing of most of the route will 
be completed for the 2017 event. 
 



Organising the DJ Rally is a big task and already Claude Stander, who was Chief Marshal this year, has 
been announced as Clerk of the Course for the 2017 DJ Rally. The Stander family has had long-running 
links to the classic car and motorcycle scene and Claude’s brother, Leon has been scoring events for more 
than 30 years, having started when still at high school. He was Chief Scorer this year. 
 
A big change for 2016 was the use of electronic data loggers carried by each competitor instead of having 
people man the timing check points as in the past. Generally the logger system worked very well, although 
there were a few glitches such as loggers switching themselves off and batteries running flat. Unfortunately 
most of the competitors whose loggers malfunctioned were excluded from the results although they 
qualified for finishers’ medals. 
 
Seven-time DJ Rally winner Kevin Robertson (1936 500cc Velocette MSS) was one of those affected by a 
flat battery on his logger. His usually reliable Velocette also played up with a carburettor problem and he 
finished in the unusual position of 48th. 
 
Kevin’s recalcitrant motorcycle was also responsible for Clerk of the Course Ian Holmes sustaining a cut on 
his face which required three stitches and a black eye after pushing the Velocette to start the engine and 
then falling in the road when it fired up and pulled away from him. 
 
OVERALL RESULTS: 
 
1st Ralph Pitchford 1926 500cc Triumph P  230 seconds 
2nd Gavin Walton 1936 500cc AJS   255 seconds 
3rd Tony Lyons-Lewis 1928 500cc Norton OHC  270 seconds 
4th Martin Davis 1930 500cc Sunbeam   302 seconds 
5th Andrew Mather 1932 350cc OK Supreme Sport 423 seconds 
6th Neville Smith 1936 350cc Ariel Red Hunter  447 seconds 
7th Graham Kendall 1936 500cc Velocette MAC  452 seconds 
8th Marius Malherbe 1934 500cc Sunbeam Lion  454 seconds 
9th Richard Hulsbos 1936 500cc BMW R5   464 seconds 
10th Richard Sawkins 1936 500cc Norton Model 18  493 seconds 
 
OTHER AWARDS: 
 
Best performance by a lady rider: Beverly Jacobs (1935 250cc Triumph) 
Best performance by a first time rider: Stephen Knight (1928 350cc OK Supreme) 
Lowest score on Day 1: Gavin Walton (1936 500cc AJS) 
Lowest score on Day 2: Marius Malherbe (1934 500cc Velocette MSS) 
Oldest motorcycle to compete the course: Hans Coertse (1913 1,039cc Matchless) 
Oldest rider to complete the course: 80-year-old Neville Smith (1936 350cc Ariel Red Hunter) 
Youngest rider to complete the course: 25-year-old Donavan Wressel (1919 500cc Triumph) 
Longest distance ridden to the start: 100km by Gary Edwards 
Winning club team: Ralph Pitchford, Martin Davis, Neville Smith (Vintage Motorcycle Club) 
Most DJ Runs completed: Tony Lyons-Lewis (1928 500cc Norton) with 34 DJ Runs, which equals the 
record held by Trevor Jones and Ian Brodie 
Hard luck trophy: Samantha Anderson (1909 500cc Humber pedal Cycle which burned out) 
Most Sporting rider: Gary Edwards (Velocette MOV), who helped repair a water damaged engine for a 
fellow competitor before the start 
True grit: Abraham Bowles (1930 300cc Zenith), who rode 45km on a flat tyre between Ladysmith and 
Volksrust 
Best Ariel: Neville Smith (1936 350cc Ariel Red Hunter) 
Best Norton: Tony Lyons-Lewis (1928 500cc Norton CS1 
Best Velocette: Graham Kendall (1936 500cc Velocette MSS) 
Best Triumph: Ralph Pitchford (1926 500cc Triumph P) 
Best BMW: Richard Hulsbos (1936 500cc BMW R5) 
Best Sunbeam: Martin Davis (1930 500cc Sunbeam 9) 
 



 
Ralph Pitchford had a trouble-free ride from Durban to Johannesburg on his 1926 Triumph as he won the 
DJ Rally for the first time. (Photo: gideonphotography) 
 

 
Ralph Pitchford smiles proudly as he receives the Schlesinger Vase from Elaine Curdin for winning the 
2016 DJ Rally. On the left is Ian Holmes, the Clerk of the Course, who led the committee which organised 
the two-day event. The Schlesinger Vase is one of the most valuable sporting trophies in South Africa and 
was first awarded to the winner of the motorcycle race from Durban to Johannesburg in 1914, the second 
time this event had been staged. (Photo: gideonphotography). 
 



 
Samantha Anderson’s 1909 Humber pedal cycle was badly damaged when it caught fire early on the 
second day of the 2016 DJ Rally. Fortunately the damage can be repaired. (Photo: gideonphotography). 
 

 
Ralph Pitchford (left) was happy to have completed a trouble-free ride from Durban to Johannesburg on his 
1926 Triumph. Here is seen at the finish at the Classic Motorcycle Club in Germiston with motoring 
journalists Roger Houghton (centre) and Roger McCleery. At that stage Pitchford, a very experienced 
motor-sportsman, did not know he had just won his first DJ Rally. (Photo: Meg Houghton) 



 
Well known international motorcycling journalist Mike Scott, of Durban, was very pleased to complete his 
second DJ Rally before having to jet off to Qatar for the opening Moto GP race of the season. Scott, who 
finished 32nd was loaned the 1936 500cc AJS Model 18 by Clerk of the Course, Ian Holmes, who is 
standing proudly with his treasured motorcycle. 
 



 
The Coertse brothers were proud to have both finished the 2016 DJ Rally. Hans (left), who finished 61st, 
rode the oldest motorcycle to complete the course, a 1913 1,039cc Matchless V-twin, which he only 
finished restoring shortly before the start. His brother, Roelof, rode a 1931 550cc BSA Sloper, and finished 
56th. (Photo: Roger Houghton) 


